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Infamously known as the fashion villain of Bravo’s second season of 
“Project Runway,” Santino Rice was all laughter when he came to speak 
to students Wednesday night in the Russell House Ballroom .
A native of Saint Charles, Mo. , which he refers to as a “Tom Sawyer, 
Huckleberry Finn location,” Rice always had a bigger agenda for his 
future.
“I read Italian Vogue, I sewed dresses for my girlfriends, I made outfi ts 
for my mother’s Barbie collection,” he said.
Rice said his diversity has made him the designer he is today. Growing 
up homosexual with a half African-American mother and half Italian 
mother, he believes that “feeling different was an amazing education.”
“My intent is to be honest and nothing offends me,” he said. “I grade 
myself and if I’m happy with it, that’s all that matters. I don’t let other 
people’s opinions get in my way.”
At 17, Rice moved to Los Angeles and enrolled in the Fashion Institute 
of Design and Merchandising . Although he knew he always wanted to be 
a designer, he said school helped him organize his thoughts and learn the 
business aspect of fashion. However, it was not until after being a fashion 
designer for 15 years that his friends suggested being a contestant on 
“Project Runway.”
“I knew it was a risky move, but after I watched the fi rst season, I fell 
in love with it,” he said.
While he was on the show, he said he gave the producers a lot to work 
with. 
“I did not edit myself at all. I was happy, I was sad, I was crying, I 
showed them everything.”
Although the show aired six years ago and has run in 47 countries , Rice 
said if he did not do “Project Runway,” he would have done something 
else.
“I could never imagine the work I do would inspire the work of others,” 
he said. “That’s why I love to speak at colleges.”
Now with a new television show in the works, Rice said he still has not 
come close to fi nishing yet.
“Now I can balance between the worlds of fashion and television, but 
I’m so far from making it,” he said.
Carolina Productions’ Special Programs Coordinator Sarah Jordan 
USC’s Student Senate reversed it s 
original decision to deny funding for a 
Carolina Judicial Council retreat and gave 
the organization $5,000 Wednesday night 
during its last meeting of the session. 
The extra $5,000 was part of a larger 
fi nancial bill Wednesday night that passed 
the Senate almost unanimously.
But some senators disagreed with the 
reversal.  Most of the $5,000 will be spent 
on food and a large banquet on campus, 
and some said spending such a large sum 
of money in wake of recent budget cuts is 
ineffi cient. 
Recently, spending around $4,000 for 
a Freshman Council retreat was hotly 
debated by members of the Senate, who 
said the costs for an out-of-town trip were 
exorbitant.   
“But that was spending money on 
ourselves,” Sen. Matt Ungar said. “This 
is an organization that does fantastic work 
for the University and they deserve the 
funding to hold their retreat. It’s our job to 
help them.” 
Leaders say the three-day retreat provides 
necessary training to the 70 or so students 
who run the organization. The banquet is 
typically attended by USC President Harris 
Pastides and other dignitaries. 
The extra $5,000 gave the council $9,400 
in funding for the upcoming quarter. 
That’s almost twice as much as any other 
organization received on campus.   
Many other organizations lost funding 
once again this quarter. 
“They are getting the same amount 
of money for their food and banquet as 
everyone else is getting just for all their 
costs,” Sen. Andrew Grazcyk said. “I just 
couldn’t agree with that.” 
The debate over the bill brought angry 
reactions from SG Vice President Alex 
Stroman. Stroman ruled a motion for CJC 
President Bri Nathan to answer questions 
out of order, citing time constraints. 
After the meeting, senators lambasted 
Stroman, saying his personal life shouldn’t 
dictate the length of a senate meeting. 
“The fact Alex ruled it out of order when 
he shouldn’t have should hurt CJC,” Sen. 
Anna Hecksher said. “He had some place 
he had to be at 6 p.m. so he cut Senate short 
so he could leave. I believe it was in the 
detriment of the Senate.” 
President Pro Tem Matt Ungar said 
he would have been happy to step in for 
Stroman. 
Stroman said he was sure the legislation 
would pass and didn’t think the questioning 
was necessary. He confi rmed he had a prior 
obligation but said he would have ruled the 
motion out of order regardless. 
“ T h e  S e n a t e  w a n t e d  t o  w a x 
philosophically and question organizations 
who do good stuff on campus,” Stroman 
said. “They deserve the funding. They 
got the funding. And it’s fully in my rights 
as vice president to rule something out of 
order.” 
Had the bill not passed Wednesday 
night, it would have been dead this session 
and would have been debated by the next 
Senate in late March, according to Sen. Ben 
Bullock. 
After Senate Clerk Zach Lamb left the 
meeting for class, SG President Meredith 
Ross took the podium to call the last roll 
call vote of the session.
Ross started in SG four years ago as 
a Freshman Council member. She then 
moved on to Senate before serving as SG 
Vice President and now as SG President. 
“I’d just like to say I’ve never done this 
before,” Ross said, bringing a laugh from 
the chamber. 
D u r i n g  her  f i n a l  r e p or t  t o  t he 
organization, she encouraged them to keep 
up the fight and hold strong even in the 
midst of challenges. Ross said it was one of 
the best senates in school history and left 
the organization with a Swedish proverb. 
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Rice brings fashion to USC
When the Gamecocks 
beat  No.4 -r a n ked  Ole 
Miss last football season , 
there was no mascot on 
the sidelines to cheer the 
Rebels on. In fact ,  the 
University of Mississippi 
has not had a mascot on the 
fi eld since 2003.
C o l o n e l  R e b ’ ,  t h e 
school’s previous mascot, 
is a white-haired elderly 
m a n  w h o  f a v o r s  a n 
a ntebel lu m pla nt at ion 
owner . The universit y’s 
administ rat ion decided 
seven years ago to rid itself 
of the controversial mascot, 
which had sparked anger 
among alumni and donors. 
But  l a s t  mont h ,  t he 
s t udent  body voted  to 
b e g i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r 
Colonel Reb’s replacement 
and will begin the process 
of selecting a new mascot 
this month. Colonel Reb’ 
will not be an option.
Br ia n  Ferg u son ,  t he 
Alumni Chairman for the 
Colonel Reb’ Foundation, 
 s a id  t he  vote  wa s  not 
conducted in a fair manner. 
In the vote, students were 
given a choice to have a 
mascot or remain without 
one.
“I think if they did a poll 
between Colonel Reb’ and 
any other mascot, he would 
get about 80 to 85 percent 
of the vote,” said Ferguson, 
a  2007 a lum nus of  t he 
University of Mississippi. 
“O u r  prob lem  i s  t h at 
the voice of the students 
should be heard, but the 
adm in ist rat ion doesn’t 
want to here that.”
F e r g u s o n  s a i d  t h e 
adm in ist rat ion ,  led by 
university President Dan 
Jones,  has broken a promise 
of not get t ing involved 
in school spir it-related 
matters.
“The norm now is being 
lied to by administration,” 
Ferguson said. “There are a 
lot of upset people because 
the administ rat ion says 
they won’t touch school 
spirit issues and they do.”
I n  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e 
Associated Student Body 
a t  O le  M i s s  v o t e d  t o 
discourage football fans 
from chanting “the South 
will rise again” during the 
singing of “From Dix ie 
with Love.” Ole Miss will 
no longer sells merchandise 
depicting Colonel Reb’.
C o r t e z  M o s s ,  t h e 
A S B ’ s  d i r e c t o r  o f 
communications, said the 
mascot has caused a stir-
up because of the school’s 
history.
“ I  t h i n k  g i v e n  t h e 
history of our university 
it’s bound to cause some 
controversy,” said Moss, a 
second-year public policy 
and secondary education 
student at Ole Miss. “We 
have over 14,000 students 
‘Project Runway’ star advises students to pursue 
dreams, ignore others’ judgemental opinions
Senate reverses budget decision
SG grants Judicial Council 
$5000 for events, overturning 
previous ruling with debate
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu





Rebels begin searching 
for mascot replacement
Ole Miss ● 3
Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
SG Vice President Alex Stroman presides 
over his last Senate session Wednesday.  
Former Ole Miss mascot Colonel Reb’ stands among fans at a 
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Rice, contestant in “Project Runway,” discusses his inspiration for design.
Santino ● 2
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
 www.suddethauto.com
803-256-2110  •  1410 North Millwood Avenue
“We take the worry out of your car care”
Make Online Appointments!
Get Your Car Ready for Spring Break!
Get Ready for our 
   Woman’s
 Seminar in April!
therapeutictouchmassage2008.com
• We come to you 
• Special student rates 
• Great for student groups, 
organizations or events!
Relax, rejuvenate & Learn
US PEACE CORPS 
     Your skills. Our jobs.
Peace Corps is now EXPANDING OUR OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS around the globe. 
The applica on process is compe ve. Full health insurance, travel and training.
Learn how your degree may qualify for the toughest job you will ever love. 
Visit with our South Carolina Recruiter: 1.800.424.8580
USC seniors encouraged to apply before March 15th deadline.
APPLY ONLINE
www.peacecorps.gov
Check website for local USC events.
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The Magellan Scholar Program has hit 
a milestone, having awarded $1 million 
worth of grants to help fund the research 
projects of USC students.
“This is money that went directly to the 
students,” said Julie Morris, director of the 
Offi ce of Undergraduate Research.  
For students such as Sarah Allen, a 
fourth-year fi lm and media studies student, 
the Magellan Scholar Program enables 
them to do research in subjects they are 
passionate about. Allen is a Spring 2010 
recipient and is researching and restoring 
the fi lm “Ingagi.”
“I realized that the Magellan Scholarship 
would provide me an opportunity to 
conduct research on fi lm restoration which 
is otherwise not currently offered by the 
University,” Allen said.
Launched in 2005 by then-vice president 
of research Harris Pastides , the program 
helps fund faculty-advised undergraduate 
research projects by granting scholarships 
of up to $3,000. There have been nearly 
400 Magellan Scholars since Spring 2006, 
a news release said. 
“We’ve h it th is milestone quick ly 
because the administration has been so 
supportive with funding,” Morris said in 
the news release. “We also couldn’t do 
it without faculty support and without 
the resources provided by the academic 
departments.”
Morris said the scholarships are funded 
by the Offi ce of Undergraduate Research 
and also partly by students’ tuition. The 
amount of money awarded varies based on 
what students ask for, with the maximum 
being $3,000.
According to the news release, about 110 
students are usually chosen to be Magellan 
Scholars each academic year, constituting 
an acceptance rate of 60 to 70 percent. 
The student proposals are reviewed by 15 
faculty members. 
The reviewers mainly look for two 
things, one being how well the student has 
thought through their plan, Morris said.
“Research really boils down to asking 
questions and finding answers,” Morris 
said.
The other factor has to do with the 
mentor’s role in the project. A mentor’s 
involvement depends on each project, but 
the reviewers look for how well students 
have planned their proposals and defi ned 
the mentor’s role.
Allen, for example, is working with Mark 
Cooper, interim director for the Moving 
Image Research Collections. She said 
that as her faculty mentor, Cooper helps 
provide the structure for her research.
“Dr.  Cooper tel l s  me what needs 
to be done and who to get in touch 
with, all while allowing me to work as 
independently as possible,” Allen said. 
“His patient guidance and ardent support 
have allowed me to get the most out of this 
experience.”
Allen said she will be completing the 
pre-production phase of the restoration of 
“Ingagi,” which entails locating, digitally 
restoring and preserving a complete print 
of the supposedly lost fi lm.
Jimmy Gilmore, a third-year fi lm and 
media studies student, is also a Magellan 
Scholar working on a similar project titled 
“Unearthing ‘Ingagi’: Recovering the 
history of RKO’s lost exploitation fi lm.” 
As is evident from Allen and Gilmore’s 
research, the Magellan scholarship is not 
limited to science students or any specifi c 
type of research.
“We want students from all disciplines to 
compete for Magellan Scholar awards, and 
the percentages of the awardees’ academic 
majors thus far generally ref lect that,” 
said Stephen Kresovich, vice president for 
research and graduate education, in the 
news release.
While science students have accounted 
for the most awards with 36 percent, 
social science majors have received 25 
percent; engineering students, 15 percent; 
humanities students, 12 percent; music/
arts students, 8 percent; and business 
students, 4 percent. 
The program’s application deadlines are 
mid-October and mid-February, and more 
information can be found at http://sc.edu/
our/magellan.shtml.
 
University program hits 
$1 million in funding




Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu





Student Government and USC Parking services teamed up to host the “Know Your Car” 
event for USC students Wednesday in the Pendleton Street Garage. During the free event, 
car mechanics and state troopers were there to assist students in learning more about their 
vehicles and to answer questions about traveling safety before spring break. Mechanics 
looked over students’ cars for typical maintenance problems, and troopers gave students 
tips about how to deal with unfortunate safety hazards, such as breaking down in an 
unfamiliar area. SG President Meredith Ross said around 20 to 25 students came to the event 
and said it was held “to promote safety and knowing your vehicle.”  
“It’s important to understand all of the risks that go along with driving and how to deal 
with them,” Ross said.
— Compiled by News Editor Kara Apel 
said she could not have asked for a more 
cooperative speaker. After reviewing past 
contestants from “Project Runway” to host 
Tuesday night’s Project Condom, she said 
Santino was one of the favorites and the 
best one they could get.
“He was so agreeable and did anything 
we needed him to do,” said Jordan, a 
second-year hotel, restaurant and tourism 
management student. “He really fit the 
bill.”
Third-year cardiovascular technology 
student Ashley Mitchell said she had never 
heard of Santino Rice before, but considers 
herself to be a lover of fashion.
“What I want to know is what inspires 
his designs,” she said.
Ca rol i ne  C rouch ,  a  second-yea r 
international business and management 
student, said her friends are all fans of 
Rice and were excited to see his noted 
impersonation of “Project Runway” host, 
Tim Gunn.
“I was interested in seeing some of his 
designs,” Crouch said.
W hen ta lk ing with USC students, 
he advised everyone to have a mission 
statement of what they want to do in the 
next fi ve to 10 years.
“Don’t let life get in the way of your 
dreams,” Rice said. “I could not imagine 
working a nuclear plant and dreaming of 
being an opera singer.”
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and people feel strongly on both sides of 
the issue.”
Callie Gregg, a second-year art student 
from Charlotte, N.C., said she thinks it’s 
time to move on from Colonel Reb’.
“Colonel Reb’ is a tradition, but times 
are changing,” Gregg said. “I feel like it 
might be a good idea to move away from 
him.”
One idea students have been pitching 
is for the Star Wars character Admiral 
Ackbar to become the mascot. Ole Miss 
students created a Web site, www.notatrap.
org, promot ing the character as the 
university’s new mascot. A Facebook page 
encouraging students to support Admiral 
Ackbar has more than 18,000 fans. 
The Admiral Ackbar movement remains 
largely a joke, but a student panel will have 
the option of choosing the character if 
they want.
Ferguson said he has heard rumors of 
what the new mascot will be.
“Rumors are rumors, some of them are 
true some of them aren’t,” Ferguson said. 
“But from what I’ve been hearing the most 
likely scenario is that the mascot will be a 
Cardinal.”
 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us 
know about it. E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will print the 
correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V i ew p o i n t s  p a g e  i s  to  s t i m u l a te 
discussion in the University of South 
Carol ina community. A l l  publ ished 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of  The Da i ly Gamecock and must 


















USC should welcome 
justice for card fraud
Civilization rests upon man and his chicken
Working out only 








Bail out people, not corporations
Families never give up on members, 







It’s terrible that 
someone would 
steal from USC 
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daily during the fall and spring 
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the summer with the exception 
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periods. Opinions expressed in 
The Daily Gamecock are those 
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You can sense it in the 
air, smell it in the blooming 
foliage and feel it on your 
freshly-exposed skin. This 
week I even wore shorts to 
class, the f irst t ime that’s 
happened since November. 
Yes, my brothers and sisters 
in academia, springtime draws 
near, and what a glorious 
t h ing it  i s .  Th is  Fr iday 
afternoon, most of you will be 
released from the clutches of 
classes, exams and scholastic 
headaches ,  and you w i l l 
sprint with world-class speed 
toward your spring break 
destinations. Scores of beaches 
along the Southeastern coast 
w i l l  become 
drenched with 
c o l l e g i a t e 
bodies eager to 
throw out their 
long  s lee ve s 
u n t i l  n e x t 
winter and get 
their tan on. 
But  before 
t h e s e  s a n d y 
shores become 
saturated and 
the suntan oil fl ows like house 
bourbon at The Pour House , 
there’s the age-old practice 
of hitting the gym hard two 
weeks prior to spring break. 
This is where things get a 
bit nutty. The next time you 
venture into the Strom, or any 
gym near a college campus, 
notice just how much more 
crowded it feels. Strom has 
even featured a “Spring Break 
Boot Camp,” which runs the 
entire week prior. 
While the increase in gym 
population and predictable 
spring break boot camps 
are probably a nationwide 
occurrence, one has to wonder: 
How much good is any of that 
really going to do? I don’t care 
if you run 30 miles a day, eat 
the most nutrient-rich diet 
known to man and lift like 
your name is Ronnie Coleman 
for two weeks solid, there is 
absolutely no way you’re going 
to do anything that drastic 
to your body — it’s just not 
possible. If someone gets a six 
pack, gets moderately toned or 
loses more than twelve pounds 
(because I know some people 
aren’t eating right now) in two 
weeks of exercise, I’ll cover 
myself in honey and take a nap 
on an ant mound. It’s just not 
happening. 
Instead of just making this 
a two-week gantlet only to 
slosh away on the glittering 
coastlines of Florida, South 
Carolina and wherever else 
that’s warm and has water, we 
ought to strive to make this 
a lifestyle change. For those 
who have begun working out 
in order to prepare for spring 
break’s arrival, welcome to 
the temple of iron. I hope you 
decide to stick around and 
make it a habit. 
Hate how dinner at the Russell House always goes 
over your meal plan? What if you had $178,000 in 
bonus bucks?
According to an article in Tuesday’s edition of The 
State, “USC fraud case heading for trial” by John 
Monk , 34-year-old Lawrence Godwin III is accused 
of stealing this large sum from the University. He 
allegedly stole $151,000 of the above total from three 
Carolina Card machines . 
Godwin worked at the 
Carolina Card office . If 
he is proven guilty, it only 
proves what we at The Daily 
Gamecock have known all 
along: The Carolina Card 
offi ce is full of crooks. OK, 
not really, but it does make 
us feel better about them 
taking the initiative to move our social security 
numbers off of the Carolina Card.
It’s terrible that someone, Godwin or whoever else, 
would steal from the University when it is already 
short on money. University employees, and employees 
in general, should be thankful they have jobs during 
this unemployment crisis and not be using them to 
further criminal schemes.
The University has handled the problem effectively 
and hopefully through trial they will get their money 
back.
The modern city is the terminus of different 
trajectories of human progress. All of the wonders 
of civilization are located in the metropolis: 
airports, skyscrapers, public transportation and 
chickens.
Yes, chickens. On Wednesday morning, 
Columbia City Council gave initial approval for 
allowing people in our fi ne city to own chickens . 
Mayor Bob Coble gave his approval with an 
enthusiastic “Go Cocks.” 
Some Columbians think that chickens have no 
place in our fair city. How dare you? Chickens and 
people must live together in harmony. We have 
no place in our modern world for anti-poultry 
sentiments. 
Many believe that chickens are for country folk 
and that city dwellers have far better uses for their 
time. They believe that chicken production should 
be done in backward, rural America, while chicken 
consumption should be done in a state-of-the-art 
Bojangles’. To those I say, “Spit it out! Spit it out 
right now!”
Now look at that McDonald’s chicken nugget 
you spit out. There’s nothing chicken about it. The 
meat is a monotonous white, and there’s no texture. 
Take another bite. No fl avor either. That’s why you 
have to dip it in that ridiculous Polynesian sauce.
This is the product of man’s separation from his 
beloved fowl: a mystery meat created in an overly 
packed poultry farm and processed 
in a disgust ing slaughterhouse 
hundreds of miles away. This is not 
progress. This is a commodifi cation 
of one of the Lord’s creatures, nay, 
the nuggetifi cation of a living being. 
Columbians should have the 
right to bear chickens. The Second 
Amendment guarantees our right 
to bear arms, but I’m sure if the 
Founding Fathers knew that the 
government would try to take 
our chickens away in the future, 
they would have protected this 
fundamental right as well. 
City folk should be able to eat their own poultry 
and produce their own eggs. It just tastes better that 
way. Furthermore, raising chickens will allow us to 
escape the stresses of human life for a moment, if 
only to watch a ridiculous, fl ightless bird lay an egg 
bigger than its head. 
Chickens also teach us the value of life. City 
dwellers, devoid  of any other animal role models, 
seem to emulate the native cockroach. When it is 
decapitated, the cockroach simply soldiers on with 
its disgusting, dreary life for the next couple of days 
until it dies. It was never using its mind in the fi rst 
place. 
Columbians should follow the example of the 
chicken, which, upon decapitation, runs around 
in circle for several minutes f lapping wildly in 
a wondrous and exotic dance celebrating the 
beautifully terminal quality of life. This is how we 
should all go out, and we should all observe our 
lives knowing one day we’ll eventually lose our 
heads, go crazy, collapse and go well with a side of 
mashed potatoes. All this is normal.
So, Columbians are set to reunite with the most 
American of birds — sorry, bald eagle. But one 
thing is still an injustice: the ordinance prohibits 
roosters . No cocks in Gamecock country? I guess 






Columbians deserve right 
to raise their own poultry, bring 
transcendental harmony to city life
Welfare and other social aid programs 
are under siege. In this time of extreme 
need, budget restraints are forcing cuts and 
conservative politicians are making heinous 
comparisons between welfare recipients and 
absent-minded cats.
The ubiquitous disgust with the newly-
coined “bailout attitude” doesn’t help either, 
as many Americans fail to distinguish 
between helping faltering companies and 
aiding the underserved. This is not such a 
hard trap to fall into, so it is worth suggesting 
the salient differences.
Last year, I wrote a column railing against 
the bailout of American car 
companies. Economically 
risky corporations should 
not be given public money, 
I argued. They have proved 
to be irresponsible, and they 
will probably come back to the 
well once more when further 
fi nancial stress comes along.
I was recently challenged 
on the implications of that 
thinking. Knowing my social 
justice bent, the questioner 
asked, “Why, if we should not bail out 
corporations, should we ‘bail out’ poor 
people with welfare and other aid? Is a 
corporation not just a collection of people, 
after all?”
My knee jerk response was to quickly 
assert that we should still aid the poor with 
government money, but the support for 
that argument was not so easy to produce. 
If you replace the word “corporations” with 
“individuals” in my auto bailout argument, 
it would seem inconsistent for me to reverse 
course. 
Families are just collections of people, too, 
but surely it seems a stretch to equate them 
to corporations. Their purposes diverge in 
very important ways. Good families make 
decisions to benefi t each member, regardless 
of sacrifices that must be made. Strong 
corporations are willing to make tough 
decisions, like laying off workers.
If a set of parents asked their child to take 
a hike when money runs short, they would 
be criminally terrible parents. If a company 
furloughs workers in tight times, it is making 
a difficult but defensible decision for the 
good of the business as a whole.
For people, the playing fi eld isn’t balanced. 
The wealthy and middle class have a virtual 
monopoly on quality education and other 
building blocks of successful lives, like 
good health care, safe neighborhoods and 
expendable income.
When a family fails, its members die, 
go to prison, drop out of school, suffer 
malnutrition or start their own families, 
destined to repeat the cycle.
Welfare and other aid can be the last 
hope for people to keep their heads above 
the water. No matter what your opinion on 
bailing out big business is, when a person 
is truly in need there is only one thing to 
do — help.
Obama vows that “the U.S. does not torture,” but why 
at 10 p.m. every Thursday night  does NBC get away with 
the heinous act of broadcasting “The Marriage Ref,” 
crucifying the minds of innocent channel surfers all across 
the world? Watching this show can only be equated to 
someone removing teeth with a sledgehammer, and then 
performing open heart surgery with a crowbar. 
The concept behind this show is simple. In fact, it’s 
so simple that the intellectually challenged Kelly Ripa 
seems to understand it. Two couples explain some sort of 
problem — usually trivial and stupid — over a videophone. 
After setting up the situation, a video shows the backstory 
of the problem and the couple interacting. 
Then, a panel consisting of celebrities tries to sway host 
Tom Papa into choosing one side and making a ruling 
on the couple’s problem. The celebrity panel for the pilot 
included Alec Baldwin (it’s OK, Baldwin, everyone makes 
mistakes), Jerry Seinfeld and Kelly Ripa . 
The celebrity panel is supposed to carry the show with 
their rapier wit and humorous insights, but each joke was 
stale, forced and demonstrated that writers are really the 
driving force behind show business. 
According to the show, the panelists’ qualifications 
come from their being involved in marriage in some way, 
which explains why playboy Alec Baldwin was chosen to 
impart his vast knowledge on the longevity of love. If Alec 
Baldwin tells you that you have marital problems, Jerry 
Springer should be calling you soon. 
Singling out the most awful aspect of this show is like 
sifting through human refuse to fi nd the most malodorous 
piece. If forced to decide, that piece would be the show’s 
host, Tom Papa. Tom Papa’s Web site describes him as a 
comedian, but he has to be a contemporary kind that does 
not rely on jokes or humor. 
Papa makes the show unbearable with his comments; 
each one is unfunny to the point of being offensive. It 
is hard to believe that someone in the executive office 
at NBC took one look at this guy and didn’t think the 
company was being punked. 
“The Marriage Ref” will not last long on air; it is simply 
too horrible. If it does, I am canceling my cable, because I 
will want nothing to do with TV anymore. NBC screwed 
up by fi ring Conan and has done an abhorrent job with 
covering the Olympics, but they really outperformed 
themselves with this poor attempt at television. 
The pilot was only thirty minutes, but the rest of the 
episodes are supposed to last about an hour. This means 
that the audience will be able to see more couples working 
through ridiculous issues and have them “solved” by 
people who cycle through marriages like outfi ts. 
“The Marriage Ref” is Jerry Seinfeld’s brainchild , 
demonstrating that he has already made enough money 
and finds no need to put effort into anything creative. 
After the disastrous “Bee Movie,” NBC should have taken 
heed and stopped giving this man chances to disappoint 
us. It seems “Seinfeld” will always have the staying power 
to make him trusted with whatever project he can imagine. 
If you accidentally happen on “The Marriage Ref,” 
please resist all the overpowering urges to claw out your 
eyeballs. Just change the channel.
 
“Fantastic Mr. Fox”
No sense deluding ourselves; Pixar’s “Up” 
wil l probably win Best A nimated Film. 
However, Wes Anderson’s “Fantastic Mr. 
Fox” is every bit as visionary and spectacular, 
a true demonstration of f ilmmaking zest 
and creativity. Melded from stop-motion 
animation and magnificently transforming 
Roald Dahl’s story to the screen , Anderson’s 
penchant for subtle quirks shines through 
even more in a format t hat  g ives h im 
mass control over the frame. “Fox” is also 
nominated for Best Original Score, where it 
will probably lose again to “Up.” However, 
composer Alexandre Desplat’s work on the 





All fi ve nominees did such amazing 
jobs with costume choices it’s hard 
to single out one. The front-runner 
in the category is two-t ime Oscar 
winner Sandy Powell for her work 
in “The Young Victoria.” Detail and 
luxury are key in “Victoria,” but the 
other nominees shine for dif ferent 
reasons. Catherine Leterrier could be 
a surprise for “Coco Before Chanel.” 
While the clothes were chic yet simple, 
Leterrier’s subtle talent transformed 
Audrey Tautou into Coco. Other 
nominees include Janet Patterson for 
period romance “Bright Star,” Colleen 
At wood for  musica l  “Nine,”  and 
Monique Prudhomme for fantasy “The 
Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus.” 
George Clooney 
George Clooney is all class. He’s been 
called this generation’s Great Hollywood 
Star. In director Jason Reitman’s “Up 
in the Air,” he was also vulnerable. He 
rather brilliantly deconstructed that classic 
Clooney persona to create a wanderer 
awash in his own crumbling world. It’s 
a testament of Reitman’s skill that he so 
stealthily uses Clooney’s status and image 
to such effect in the film, but it’s also a 
testament to Clooney that he can be so 
keyed in to how he appears on fi lm, how 
he can look so successful and so lonely in 
a single shot. His performance aside, he 
always looks fantastic at the Oscars. There’s 
little chance he’ll rack up his second Oscar 
(his fi rst was in 2005 for “Syriana” ) against 
long-overdue Jeff Bridges , but he’ll surely 




Nominated for Best Actress in a 
Leading Role, Sidibe is considered an 
underdog to win compared to the likes 
of Meryl Streep in “Julie and Julia” 
and Sandra Bullock in “The Blind 
Side.” However, her performance in 
“Precious” was mind-blowing. While 
Bullock and Streep’s movies made 
viewers feel mushy and happy with 
their upl if t ing messages, Sid ibe’s 
per formance in “Precious” made 
most viewers feel a combination of 
discomfort, fear, sadness and a hard-
won hope. That onslaught of emotions 
is not normally experienced during 
most fi lms. Movies should try to touch 
all emotions, and Sidibe’s character 
does that wonderfully. That’s high 
praise for an actress that had never 
previously appeared in a fi lm.
Quentin 
Tarantino 
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★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Producers: Jerry Seinfeld, Tom Papa 
Starring: Tom Papa
Time: Thurs., 10 p.m. 
Network: NBC
The Marriage Ref
NBC’s new reality comedy causes 
personal foul on viewers with horrifi c jokes
Blow whistle on ‘The Marriage Ref’









Jimmy Gilmore and Kelsey Pacer
THE MIX AND ASSISTANT MIX EDITORS
O ne  o f  t he  mo s t 
iconic writer/directors 
of the last twenty years 
brings his f lamboyant 
p er son a l i t y  to  t he 
A c a d e m y  A w a r d s 
c e r e m o n y  f o r  t h e 
first time since 1994, 
when he won Best 
Original Screenplay 
for “Pulp Fict ion.”  
H i s  “ I n g lou r iou s 
B a s t e r d s ”  i s 
nominated for eight 
Academy Awards , 
i n c l u d i n g  B e s t 
Picture. Tarantino 
himself scored nods 
i n  Bes t  Di rec tor 
and Best Original 
Screenplay. W hile it ’s 
hard to imagine him winning the former against heavyweights 
James Cameron of “Avatar” and Kathryn Bigelow of “The Hurt Locker,” his dynamic, audacious 
and all-around magnifi cent take on historic revisionism is considered a strong candidate to win Best 
Original Screenplay. He faces stiff competition in that category, too, from “Hurt Locker” scribe Mark 
Boal and Oscar-winners Joel and Ethan Coen, nominated for their dark comedy “A Serious Man.”  
Here’s to hoping Tarantino gets on stage, either as a winner or a presenter, just so he brings some of 
his typical energy and fl air to the evening. 




Chris Pizzello / AP Exchange
Courtesy of  avcl
ub.com
Courtesy of  metro.co.uk
Courtesy of MCT Ca
mpus
Chris Pizzello / AP Exchange
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Jerry Seinfeld’s new brainchild calls on celebrities to share 
their knowledge and expertise on long-lasting marriages.
Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock
Spurned ● By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock
Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock
HOROSCOPES
1234567890-=
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Calendar of Events
The Scene
What: Beta Theta Pi Recruitment
When: 10 a.m.
Where: Greene Street
What: Impact Movement: Men’s 
Time
When: 6 p.m.
Where: Russell House, Room 205
What: African American Male 
Institute meeting
When: 6 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 201
What: Carolina Debate Union 
debate
When: 6 p.m.





What: APO Talent Show Info 
meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 201
What: VOX meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 303
What: FACSS meeting
When: 7 p.m.

















A R I E S  H a r d  w o r k 
depends on two things. First, 
your partner provides the 
logical framework. Then, you 
go full-steam ahead to achieve 
the results.
TAURUS  Your lighter-
t han-a i r  at t it ude makes 
work fl ow quickly and easily. 
Your partner contributes 
encouragement and energy. 
GEMINI  Any task in 
your work environment that 
involves change appeals to you 
now. Use that desire to clean 
up old methods and refine 
written work.
CANCER  Feet fi rmly on 
the ground, argue your logic 
on a practical level. There’s 
no need to share your earlier 
fl ights of fancy.
LEO  You regain balance 
today by managing household 
demands and allowing a co-
worker to take the lead. You 
are your own best source of 
support today.
VIRGO  Take time to 
work a transformation in a 
practical area of organization. 
The logical management of 
supplies makes everyone’s life 
easier.
LIBR A   Inspirat ional 
group act iv it ies increase 
your self-esteem. Strenuous 
effort on basic issues allows 
you to positively transform 
something.
SCORPIO  The emphasis 
on personal change begins 
w it h  you .  Don’t  ex pec t 
others to do anything you’re 
unwilling to take on. 
SAGITTARIUS  Who 
say s  t ea mwork  c a n’t  be 
f u n? You engage ot hers 
with a practical outline and 
enthusiastic forecasts. 
CAPRICORN  Group 
effectiveness depends on your 
enthusiasm. Remember what 
you’re committed to. Then, 
cheerfully and clearly state 
your opinion. 
AQUA R I US   You r 
public image undergoes a 
transformation. Thanks to a 
persuasive group, the airwaves 
are fi lled with exactly the right 
message.
PISCES  Spread your net to 
social contacts and associates 
in other countries. You benefi t 
from other people’s research.
TODAY
THE HORSE BOY 
6 and 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
CROWNS 
7:30 p.m., $25
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.
SHAG NIGHT AT JILLIAN’S 
6 p.m., Free
Jillian’s, 800 Gervais St.
   
TOMORROW
THE MAID 
3, 6 and 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
BY THE SINS FELL ANGELS, THE CLASSIC 
STRUGGLE, DIAVOLO, ZEUS, THE TERRIGAN 
MIST, YOUR CHANCE TO DIE 
7 p.m. doors, $8 over 21 / $10 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
WRONG WRONG WRONG FEATURING BRIAN 
WADE 
9 p.m. doors, $7
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
 
TIM BARRY, NINJA GUN, SAY BROTHER 
7 p.m. doors, $10




9 A pump lacks
one
14 Sun Devils’ sch.

















38 Like some auto
engines
40 Daughter of King
Minos
41 Takedown
43 Place for a stud
44 DUI’s excess




53 Big name in art
glass































10 Very short time
11 Lemieux’s milieu





24 Dry residue from
molten liquid
25 “__ a stinker?”:
Bugs Bunny line
26 N.C.’s capital
29 Gets off the point
30 First name in
advice
31 Bigger than med.
33 “Skedaddle!”
34 Birdie beater











47 Prepared to be
summoned




















The night ended with the South Carol ina fans 
applauding the graduating seniors and chanting Devan 
Downey’s name in unison.
Half of the 11,109 in attendance just happened to be 
headed to the exits to beat the traffi c while doing so.
The pain of a late-season slide was aggravated even 
more Wednesday night, as USC dropped its sixth straight 
game  and fell to below .500 with a 79-70  loss to Alabama 
on Senior Night.
The Gamecocks came out hot, showing everything that 
coach Darrin Horn demanded of them when he publicly 
crit icized their effort on Tuesday after a lackluster 
performance in a loss to Mississippi State .
“This is a game we wanted to make sure we came out 
and played with some energy and give the type of effort 
we think is required to represent us the right way,” Horn 
said. “I don’t think there’s any question our guys did that. 
We got off to a great start.” 
But an early 14-point lead couldn’t hold, and USC 
found itself dealing with the “test of character” Horn 
talked about, albeit a much different one than the second-
year coach was likely envisioning.
“We’ve got to learn from it,” USC guard Ramon 
Galloway said.
The fi nal four minutes of the game came down to free 
throws. Alabama (15-14, 5-10) got to the line, going 18-
of-27 for the game and eight-of-11 down the stretch. USC 
(14-15, 5-10) , on the other hand, didn’t take a single free 
throw in the closing minutes and was a dismal eight-of-17 
for the game.
“Ultimately, it came down to making foul shots,” Horn 
said. “We didn’t make enough of them [to hold the lead].” 
USC opened the game on an 11-0 run, and a rout 
seemed imminent with 8:33 remaining in the fi rst half, as 
the Gamecocks held a 31-17 lead and the ball. 
“Great energy at the start, and made shots, which 
always helps things,” Horn said. “We were active and 
created some offense off of our defense.”  
But, in what would become a theme the entire night, 
Alabama responded with a rebound of a missed three-
point shot by Sam Muldrow , pushed the ball up the court 
and found Senario Hillman for an open trey to cut the 
Carolina lead to 31-20 and kick off a 19-8 run of its own, 
trailing only 39-36 at halftime. 
“A team in this league is not going to go away,” Horn 
said.  
It was the Crimson Tide’s complete domination on 
the glass, where they out-rebounded the Gamecocks by 
an astounding 49-26 margin, and success from beyond 
the arc, hitting seven-of-17 shots for 41.2 percent from 
downtown , which allowed them to survive the various 
USC onslaughts and stay in the game.  
That is, until they took over the game, Charvez Davis’ 
triple with 5:51 left in the game giving Alabama its fi rst 
lead of the night, 62-59. Davis would add another one 
moments later, retaking the lead at 65-64 after a brief 
USC comeback. The Tide never trailed again.  
“To me, the game today was a great character win for 
our basketball team,” UA coach Anthony Grant said. “I 
was great to see them come together and fi ght through 
the adversity we had to face and come out with the win.”
There were some bright spots for USC. Galloway had 
a career-high 21 points. Downey led all scorers with 23 
points , and passed Chuck Eidson for the all-time steals 
record. Still, the fi nal result trumped all.  
“In the game, and in this business, you won or you 
lost,” Horn said. “We didn’t [win].”
 
Despite being one of the most heralded recruits to ever 
come to South Carolina, freshman center Kelsey Bone is 
the latest victim of an award season snub. 
Bone lost out to Kentucky guard A’dia Mathies in the 
race for the SEC Freshman of the Year , despite tying 
for the league lead in rebounding with 9.2 per game and 
a 13.8 point per game average . Mathies averaged 12.8 
points and 4.8 rebounds per game for the Wildcats. The 
lack of recognition for the Houston native has made USC 
head coach Dawn Staley none too happy. 
“It is a disappointment,” Staley said. “I think the 
coaches were wrong on that one. I may get in a little 
trouble for saying this, but I have to protect my players. 
She led this league in rebounding, and it’s got to account 
for something.” 
Even though she didn’t win the big award, Bone did 
get second team All-SEC honors with teammate Valerie 
Nainima . Nainima compiled a good campaign, coming 
fourth in the league in scoring with a 17.2 point per game 
average .   
Bone and the rest of the team will be looking to prove 
the coaches wrong this week in the SEC Tournament in 
suburban Duluth, Ga. The squad is coming off a big win 
at Vanderbilt last Sunday and will be looking to capitalize 
on the momentum of that game. Before defeating the 
Commodores, last year’s SEC Tournament winner, 
Carolina was riding a four-game losing streak and things 
were looking grim. 
“That win meant a lot for us,” Staley said. “The energy 
level is a lot better in practice. Their focus is better and 
I think it is something we can carry into our conference 
tournament. I’m real proud of them.” 
Carolina will have to make do in the tournament 
without freshman forward Ashley Bruner , who is not 
traveling with the team this week. When questioned 
about the move, Staley cited that it was a coach’s decision 
to not take Bruner. 
As the eighth-seed, USC will face Ole Miss in the fi rst 
game of the day on Thursday . Carolina handily defeated 
the Rebels back in January at home 64-50 behind a solid 
17-point performance by Nainima . 
“In this league, anyone you face is a threat,” Staley said. 
“They have the leading scorer in our conference, so she’s 
always a threat on the fl oor. If we are able to play out our 
strengths, we will win the basketball game.” 
Staley was speaking of Ole Miss guard Bianca Thomas . 
Thomas put together an excellent senior season averaging 
21.1 points per game and put up 34 against Tennessee 
in the Rebel’s regular season fi nale . USC defended her 
well in their previous matchup, and only held the All-
American candidate to eight points. 
“Our focus now is all on Ole Miss,” Nainima said. 
“Nothing else but Ole Miss”
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WOMEN TAKE ON OLE MISS IN TOURNAMENT
After big win against Vandy, Gamecocks 
face off against Rebels in Georgia
Chris Bilko
STAFF WRITER
Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Carolina will face Ole Miss for the second time this year.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
No rain was going to slow down the Carolina 
offense this time around. 
One day after South Carolina’s in-state 
matchup with Presbyterian was rained out, 
USC pounded out 18 hits — including eight 
doubles — in a 15-0 pounding of the Blue Hose 
Wednesday afternoon at Carolina Stadium. 
The fi repower displayed by the Gamecocks 
was a far cry from what the team endured 
against East Carolina last weekend, when USC 
scored just 11 runs over a three-game swing 
and left 29 total runners on base. 
“We got a bunch of runs early with two 
outs,” USC coach Ray Tanner said. “It was nice 
to score some runs after not scoring very many 
over the weekend.” 
It was the second inning that proved to be 
the difference, as USC sent 10 consecutive 
batters to the plate and made what was an early 
pitcher’s duel an all-out thrashing. 
The action began with Robert Beary and 
Bobby Haney , both of whom laced doubles to 
put Carolina out front with the early 2-0 lead. 
Second baseman Scott Wingo kept the 
inning alive with his first home run of the 
season , a two-run shot that the junior deposited 
into the Carolina bullpen, pushing USC’s lead 
to four. 
Centerfi elder Whit Merrifi eld and catcher 
Brady Thomas followed with singles, and USC 
quickly found itself with a 5-0 advantage. 
Before all was said and done, Carolina (5-2) 
tallied eight runs in the decisive second inning.
“I think that’s a good game to go into 
Clemson with, to get our confi dence up,” said 
Wingo, who tied a career record in being hit 
for the 33rd time. 
The onslaught continued over the next 
several innings, as the Gamecocks continued 
to scorch the baseball for extra base hits. By 
the time the fifth inning had arrived, every 
starting position player in Carolina’s lineup had 
recorded at least one hit. 
But just for good measure, Merrifi eld added 
his second career grand slam in the sixth — 
pushing Carolina’s advantage up to 15-0. 
With the offense set on cruise control, the 
pitching blew the Blue Hose away, as starting 
pitcher Nolan Belcher (1-0) worked fi ve strong 
innings of one-hit baseball and the bullpen was 
able to shut down hapless Presbyterian (1-7) the 
remainder of the way. 
“It’s been only seven games, but our pitching 
continues to do a nice job,” Tanner said. “That’s 
been the encouraging, consistent sign so far.” 
The victory snapped a two-game losing skid 
for the Gamecocks, who head to the Upstate 
this weekend to begin a three-game swing with 
archrival Clemson . First pitch is set for 6:30 
p.m. Friday. 
Bats come alive in win over Presbyterian
Chris Cox
SPORTS EDITOR
Offensive struggles disappear 
against ECU in thrashing 
of in-state Blue Hose
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks (5-2) will head upstate to play against Clemson this weekend.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Gamecocks falter on Senior Night
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Alabama dominates glass, Carolina 
unable to retain 14-point lead
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior Justin Knox dunks against USC Wednesday night.
classifieds
Place  a  C lass i f i ed  ad :  p  803-777-3888  • f  803-777-6482  • www.da i lygamecock .com
E-ma i l :  sho lmes@mai lbox .sc .edu  • Of f ice  hours :  M-F 8 :30  am -  5  pm •  Russe l l  House ,  Rm.  343
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Major credit cards acceptedLine classified ad rates
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication
First insertion: $2.50 per line

















































Lifeguard Training & CPR re-certifica-
tion classes offered at Harbison. For 
more info contact D. Cartee @ 781-2281
Apartments
PRE-LEASE FOR SUMMER/FALL
Reserve 2BR for $750 Market rate 905. 
Reserve it today! All utilities incld. 
Open M-F 9-5  Call Glenn 799-1442
27 Apts (1-5 BR) almost on campus. 
803.318.0800  rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Housing-Rent
2BR 2BA - quiet neighborhood 6 miles 
from dwntwn. Pets OK. Awesome Land-
lord! $715/mo.  439-2946
4BR 2BA Shandon hd flrs  Begin 5/10
$1345. 3BR NOW. $11095 318-0729
Housing-Rent
PLACE ON THE GREENE CONDO
2002 Greene St convenient to Star-
bucks & Gourmet Shop and groceries
2BR 2BA. Renovated with great paint 
colors, new fans and fixtures. All appli-
ances plus washer and dryer and
cute balcony with view of Shandon. As-
signed parking. & keyed secure entry. 
Available Aug 1st $950/mo includes 
water. Call Mike @ 413-2516.
2BR 1.5BA Townhouse W. Cola 
5 min to downtown $850. 261-9085.
Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
PT JOBS AVAILABLE
INNOVATIVE COURIER SOLUTIONS 
IS NOW SEEKING A PT SUPERVISOR
Must have customer service and com-
puter skills. The job entails working in a 
fast paced industrial environment. Must 
be able to make timely decisions and 
multi task. Answering phones, dispatch-
ing drivers, resolving customer and con-
tractor issues and sorting product in 
warehouse. ICS is a courier and logistics 
company. We offer specialized logistics 
services throughout SC. PT 
Warehouse sorter positions also 
available 3-9 M-F
PTHours avail 16:00-22:00
$10/hr M-F Pt Supervisory





START A NEW CAREER
Lexington & Richland County has 
ground floor opportunities outgoing, fun. 
Men & Women NEED IMMEDIATELY
*No experience is required
*Some lifting required
Management trainee positions available
. Will provide necessary training 
to earn high income. 
Call Today , Start Tomorrow!!! 
739-0180  Ask for Angie
Help Wanted
Restaurants
HARBOR IN SEAFOOD -Now hiring 
servers/cashiers for day and night. Will 
work with your schedule. Please apply 
within 7375 Two Notch Rd 462-3498
Pasta Fresca seeking FT Servers.
Prior restaurant experience necessary 
and summer availability required. If 
interested, apply in person 3-6PM at 
3405 Forest Dr. No phone calls please.
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? 
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